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ABOUT
OneBeat is redefining music diplomacy through a suite of programs designed to use
collaborative music creation to promote civic discourse. Young musicians (ages 19-35) will
explore how artists, institutions and communities can work together to rejuvenate local
economies through music, technology, and the creative arts. Fellowships are incubators for
music-based social entrepreneurship where innovative musicians from around the world launch
collaborative projects designed to make a positive impact on local and global communities.
OneBeat is an initiative of the U.S. State Department's Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs in collaboration with the groundbreaking New York-based music organization Bang on a
Can's Found Sound Nation, OneBeat employs collaborative original music as a potent form of
cultural diplomacy.

ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES & TERRITORIES (*2021-2022 )
Albania, Algeria, Barbados, Bolivia, Bosnia Herzegovina, Brazil, Cambodia, China, Colombia,
Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Ethiopia, Greenland, India, Indonesia,
Iraq, Jordan, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mongolia, Montenegro,
Morocco, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, Palestinian Territories, Philippines, Russia, Senegal, South
Africa, Tajikistan, Tanzania, Tunisia, Turkey, United States, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Zimbabwe
* This is the latest list of eligible countries and territories. This list changes every 2 years.

APPLICANT ELIGIBILITY
Age
Applicants must be ages 19-35 to apply.

Eligible Countries and Territories
OneBeat Fellows must currently live full-time in one of the above mentioned eligible countries
and territories. We also seek applicants who have not had extensive global exchange and
performance opportunities in the U.S. and Abroad.
English Proficiency
Applicants should be able to converse in and understand basic English, as it will be the common
language of the OneBeat Virtual program.
Important Information for Applicants
Musicians from all backgrounds are encouraged to apply, with or without formal musical training.
We welcome music of all genres, including but not limited to: traditional/folk, hip hop,
experimental, electronic, jazz, classical, sound design, beat-making, multimedia art, or any
combination of these styles. In addition to full-time professional musicians, we also invite
adventurous musicians who are civic leaders, instrument builders, writers, videographers,
musicologists, educators, storytellers, dancers, shadow-puppeteers, and more.

REVIEW CRITERIA
Musical Excellence - A high level of performance, composition, improvisational, production
and/or technological skill. Ideally OneBeat Virtual musicians will be innovating stylistically,
lyrically, or technologically within their musical worlds.
Social Engagement - Musicians who have used music to serve their communities or greater
societies. This might consist of guiding young people in music education, addressing social or
political issues through musical content, reviving dying musical traditions, and more.
Collaboration - Applicants’ willingness to reach across cultural and musical divides in creating
original music or re-interpreting traditional music, while respecting the essence of each tradition.
Applicants should be prepared to try new things musically.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Who is eligible to apply?
See the Applicant Eligibility section above.
How do musicians apply to become OneBeat Fellows?
Start your application by registering for an account.
When can musicians apply? When is the application deadline?

Unfortunately, due to the international pandemic, we are postponing our regularly scheduled
OneBeat US application.
When will OneBeat 2020 take place?
We will be announcing new dates and activities soon.
Do I have to be a certain age to apply to OneBeat?
Applicants must be 19 or older at the time of the application and 35 or younger at the end of the
program. See the ELIGIBILITY page.
What are the eligible countries and territories?
Albania, Algeria, Barbados, Bolivia, Bosnia Herzegovina, Brazil, Cambodia, China, Colombia,
Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Ethiopia, Greenland, India, Indonesia,
Iraq, Jordan, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mongolia, Montenegro,
Morocco, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, Palestinian Territories, Philippines, Russia, Senegal, South
Africa, Tajikistan, Tanzania, Tunisia, Turkey, United States, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Zimbabwe
Why are certain countries not eligible for OneBeat? Will you make any exceptions?
OneBeat is focused on musicians from the countries listed above, though the list may change
from year to year. Eligible countries are determined by the US Department of State, and
unfortunately, we aren’t able to bend the country eligibility. However, there are other programs
funded by the US Department of State that you may be eligible for. For more details see:
http://exchanges.state.gov/non-us.
Can I apply if I am from one of the eligible countries, but currently living in a non-eligible
country?
While we are sensitive to the fact many countries have an extensive diaspora, in order to be
eligible for OneBeat, applicants must be both a resident and citizen of one of the eligible
countries.
Can I apply if I am currently a resident of one of the eligible countries, but am originally
from elsewhere?
Unfortunately you are eligible for OneBeat only if you are both a resident and citizen of an
eligible country.
Are musical groups able to apply together?
Applicants must apply individually and will be selected as individuals. However, several
members of a group are welcome to apply separately.
Are U.S. musicians also eligible?
Yes. We typically accept a small number of U.S. musicians as OneBeat Fellows.
What is the selection process? When will artists be identified?

All applications will be reviewed by a OneBeat Selection Committee made up of OneBeat staff,
U.S. Department of State staff, and accomplished musicians. Selected Fellows will be notified
by early May, and will have two weeks to confirm their participation in the program.
How many artists will be selected?
Approximately 25 participants are selected for OneBeat U.S.
Will artists be chosen from every eligible country and territory?
Because of the number of eligible countries and territories we will not be able to accept Fellows
from every country or territory. We do intend to invite Fellows from every world region.
Do I have to be a full-time professional musician to apply?
No, we encourage advanced students and highly skilled semi-professional musicians to apply.
(We understand that music isn’t always the easiest way to make a living!)
Are non-musicians who work in related fields eligible to apply?
OneBeat is only open to musicians, although we do encourage musicians to apply who also
work in other fields.
Do OneBeat applicants have to play a particular genre of music?
Musicians from any genre or background are encouraged to apply. We are looking for musicians
who have achieved an advanced proficiency in styles and skills such as (but not limited to): folk
music, hip hop, electronic music, traditional music, jazz, experimental, classical, sound-art
installations, DJing, audio engineering, etc.
Do participants need to speak English?
Participants should have a basic grasp of English in order to participate in ensembles and
creative sessions.
What are the costs of the OneBeat program for participants?
All costs will be covered for OneBeat Fellows, including travel and accommodations. Fellows will
also receive a per diem and a modest honorarium.
Will OneBeat help secure Visas to enter the United States?
Yes, OneBeat Fellows will travel under a J-1 Visa, a non-immigrant visa for individuals approved
to participate in work- and study-based exchange visitor programs.
How long will participants stay in the US? What will the participants do while in the U.S?
The program typically runs one month in length. While in the U.S. the Fellows will participate in
a two-week residency, during which they will develop and rehearse original material. They will
then go on a 10-14 day tour, during which they will perform the music they developed and
rehearsed during the residency period. Throughout the program Fellows will develop and lead
creative workshops for youth and community groups.

Can I participate in only part of the program?
No, OneBeat Fellows must commit to participating in the entire program.
Will there be post-OneBeat activities for OneBeat Fellows after the program finishes?
Yes. We encourage OneBeat Fellows to be part of a vibrant and growing OneBeat online
community, through which Fellows continue to be able to collaborate on new works and project
ideas.

